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The Menace of tlie Soothsayer

ARREST in Baltimore of an individual who
once did business as a clairvoyant and

soothsayer in Richmond calls attention to
the menace such persons are to any com- J
munity in which they are permitted to
operate.
'This particular astrologer is held respon-

sible for the disappearance-of a considerable
amount of money, hut the "evil the fraternity
does weighs most heavily on an element of
the community which has much smaller sums
to lose. The aggregate, however, is tre-
mendous. A Chicago star, who was taken
into custody the other .day, confessed that
he had paid $400 a month in protection j
money to the police, and yet had an income
of ?30,000 a year.

It seems almost inconceivable that in this
age there- is enough of folly and credulity
left in the world to make a business of Ibis
character profitable.

Unemployment and Manual Klliciency

TllE author of the letter signed "ITnem-
ployed," which is printed in the Voice

of the People Column this morning, does Tho
Times-Dispatch an injustice if he believes
this newspaper'favors the restriction of chari¬
table assistance to those capable of doing
"efficient manual labor." Our thought was,
and is. however, that the city should not hire
men for work of this type, or any other type,
whether regularly or in an emergency, unless
they are capable of performing the service {
for which they are employed.
The fact is. the situation of men not

capable of doing "'efliciont manual labor" is
far more pathetic, in periods of financial
stress and resulting unemployment, than that
of their hardier and stronger brothers.
Surely they should be helped, and surely they
will be i£ th<'<\appl£ to the proper agencies
of relief. ¦"'* '*

.

Rut they should not be lured to do a work
for which they are physically incapacitated.
That is an injustice to them, and. in the
special case under consideration, would bo
an injustice to the city.

"llark! From llie (irave a Mournful Sound!"

THE Washington Post, usually regarded as
a very conservative organ of opinion,

has come out, if we understand it correctly...
for the l'ree coinage of silver. The Post, does
not. in terms indorse the old ratio of sixteen
to one, but probably it is ready to supply a
ratio, along- with other details, just as soon
as its propaganda has mailt* sufficient
progress.

"Are these men," exclaims the Post, re¬
ferring to the bankers and other participants
in the Crime of "7". "who have demonstrated
the folly of their financial views, to be al¬
lowed to keep the business of the world in
the financial strait jacket which they placed
upon itf-^when they demonetized silver and
narrowed the basis of final redemption of
the world's currency?"

Well. The Times-Dispatch is not on the
witness stand, but if it were called on to
make a categorical answer to that question,
the answer would be "Yes." Everybody knows
that, free sil\»*r is dead, and almost every¬
body had thought, until the l'ost rattled its
dead bones, that it was as comfortably buried
as its friends could possibly wish. Why go
raking around in a political graveyard?

Mexican (Joo.se ami Euro(»eaii (innder

SO far as we have heard, nobody has yet
risen to suggest that this government

should rise in its might and send an army
into Europe, there to make effective protest
against the destruction of the property of
American citizens and the interference with
American business that the European' war
has caused. And yet, when there was a revo¬
lution in Mexico and American Interests,oflargely inferior value were menaced, wehad such demands for breakfast everymorning.

Then it was argued constantly that It was
the duty of President Wilson to stop the
fighting in Mexico, because an incidental
product of that fighting was a condition which
made American investments unprofitableThere were, of course, other Incitements to
and justifications of intervention, includingthe Monroe Doctrine and its supposed obli-

gatlons, but the destroyed property argu¬
ment was one of the most conspicuous.
Tho injury Inflicted on our commerce and

trade by tho European war Is Immeasurably
greater than tha% caused by the Mexican
revolution. Indeed,* the war in Europe has
produced a nation-wide depression in the
United StmoB, prostrated a whole industry
and almost a whole section, choked the chan¬
nels of trade, caused hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of business failures, and thrown
hundreds of thousands of men out of em¬
ployment.

Moreover, if wo aro to take the opinion of
one of the most conspicuous of the combat¬
ants, it is far less justified than the uprising
In Mexico, for the German Crown Prince has
declared the European conflict to bo the most
stupid and senseless in all history.

If Ave owe our nationals the duty our jingo
friends wero wont to say we owe them, why
should wo not clean up Britain and Germany
and then start in on France, Russia, Austria-
Hungary, Turkey, Servla and Belgium? Bel¬
gium, of course", might insist that it never
wanted to fight, but that would make no dif¬
ference to truly martial spirits. On the
other hand, It might point out that it was
rather completely pacified already, under
German auspices, and that excuse might
gain a more favorable hearing.

The fact is that the morality of "restoring
order" to another nation, on the ground that
the restorer's business interests are suffering,
is very largely a matter of expediency.

An Appeal for tho Buffering

THE TIMES-DISPATCH appeplB this morn¬
ing to Richmond's wealth and comfort

in behalf of Richmond's poverty and suffer¬
ing. The answer should bo prompt und gen¬
erous. The situation is such that tho ordin¬
ary und accustomed resources of organized
charity are totally Inadequate. Means of
relief, if they are to be applied, must be pro¬
vided promptly and from tho pockets of that
great section of tho community whose pos¬
sessions exceed their heeds.
The Associated Charities, certainly not a

hysterical or excitable institution, estimates
that 5,001) Richmond age-earners aro out
of employment. To meet the situation so
created the Associated Charities will requlro
a fund twice as large as It Is wOnt to expend
for purposes of emergency relief. "Without
this additional fund there will be hunger,
anguish, death.

Richmond's unemployed aro not more nu¬
merous proportionately than those of most
other American .cities. Compared with some
others, indeed, our situation is fortunate.
In Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Balti¬
more.all along the Atlantic CoaBt.special
appeals are being made and generously an¬
swered.

Our need, nevertheless, is great. Some of
the city's most important Industries are closed
down, and others are working on part time.
Building operations, as the last report of the
Building Inspector disclosed, have been
largely suspended. Factories of ninny de¬
scriptions have found It necessary to curtail
their forces.

All this spells want and suffering unless
those who can givo do give generously. The
rieli may share their abundance and will do
so, but all wiio have steady employment and
look forward In confidence to a winter of
comfort and happiness, can give and should
give according to their more slender means.

This is a community problem, and the com¬
munity should face and solve It. Tho pro¬
vision of rolief should not be turned over
(o any one class of cltizons. In such an
emergency it should be a privilege, as It is
on opportunity, to testify the possession of
a reul civic conscience. Every* contribution
will help. No one should Refrain from giv¬
ing because Ills contribution must needs be
small.

There is the situation, stated plainly and
without exaggeration or undue emphasis.
What will Richmond do with it?

Solution of the Domestic Service Problem

TI110 caption is deceiving. It somehow
conveys the idea that, we are going to

tell an anxious world that Mr. Edison has
perfected a device which will rise promptly
at (! o'clock in the morning, start the kitchen
lire, make and servo breakfast, and so 011

throughout the day until 10 o'clock at night
with all the household affairs, minus incom¬
petence, minus afternoons and-evenings off
and minus quitting with or without a mo¬
ment's notice. But the wrinkled problem of
domestic service' hns not been solved by the
electrical and sleepless Mr. Edison. That
great conundrum has been answered by r

judicial decision. In this wise:
A female domestic servant.an ugly locu¬

tion. that, but there is no better.was ar-
rested at I ho instance of her employer,
charged with larceny of a gown and jewels.
Taken before n learned judge, the maid was
triumphantly discharged. v She had obvious¬
ly not stolon the flounces and geogaws, he-
cause she had returned from her evening's
pleasuring 1o the place of her ancillary ac¬
tivities wearing them." If she had wonted
to steal tho things she would not have re¬
turned with theui. As she did bring them
back on her person. presumably she adorned
(hem more than they her.she was not. guilty
of larceny. Wise judge. Good law.
The heartening application of this judg-

[ ment, its prompt solution of tho problem of
getting and keeping maidservants, is that in or¬
der to attain these hitherto unattainable ends
it is now only necessary for the "lady of the
house" to maintain a wardrobe and jewel
case of sufficient splendor and variety to suit'
the needs and taste of her domestic helper.
By one judgment the great"' obstacle in the
way of keeping a happy home has been swopt
away. The clothes difference no longer,

I exists, and that has been the insuperable
barrier to recruiting competent domestic
servants. Many n girl who has gone into
the factory would have gone, into'the kitchen
were it not that she scorned to lower herself
by being brought Into daily association with
0110 of her own sex who wore better clothes.
Hut now tho mistross's wardrobe and jewel
box aro her servant's.

Great are the courts, and'they shall pro-

Governor Johnson, of California, and
Francis J. Heney have fallen out, and Heney
begins to cry "Graft" in reference to the Pro¬
gressive party's State campaign. More dis¬
integration of tho army "that stood at Ar-
mageddon and battled for tho Lord!"

If the German Reichstag wants to win the
Nobel peace prize,' suppose It gently but
firmly abolishes the military clique.

The Pere Marquette Railroad has mislaid
a few trifling millions of dollars. They can
search us!

vail!

All the world loveH a lover.when he Is
speechless with omotlon/ r

SONGS AND SAWS
Truth In Hldln*.

You'll find it hard as hard can be
To tell who truth aro telling*

Among war waiters, fancy-free,Who keop tho cabloB yelling.
From sonic we learn a Gernian corps

Is trapped, and faces capturo;While others sing: that .corps' exploits
With truo Teutonic rupture.

From Berlin, through the . atmosphere,
W° hoar of feats in Flanders;

Uut Paris swears these tales insult
The wits of geese and ganders.

The fact is, Truth keops In her well.
And to get out's not trying.

She (lnds it much the safost place
Whilo shot and shell aro flying.

The I'mn Imint Snyiti
Wonder if these lads who are shrieking so

loudly for a bigger army and navy have anythought of enlisting themselves in tlicso new
creations!

InaufRetent.f Captain Bullet.I must ro-
'-PsS- member when I go homo to

]v write to the TiinoB about tho
rA' /j°7 cruilo neglect of forestry heroVa Belgium. This tree should

/A\ be at least three times as

feY"" '" large.

Dividing the Income.
First Suffragist.What proportion of the hus¬

band's income has your league decided should
be allotted to tho wife?
Second Ditto.We haven't reached an exact

decision just yet, but we all agree it should
be high enough to keep the man from wasting
any money on tobacco. Smoking's a filthy habit,
anyhow.

A lluHinrMn-liIke View.
Stuhb8.When is your daughter'3 marriage to

take place.
Urubbs.She and her mother have concluded

to postpone the ceremony until the return of
prosperity. They thought tho financial depres¬sion might have an unhappy Iniluenco on tho
quantity and quality of the wedding presents.

'The President refuses to
Yield to the jingoes' clamor,But keeps In his accustomed way,No matter how they hammer.

It irks them soro that he should act
In this unfeeling inanncr,

Instead of throwing to the breeze
Grim war's ensanguined banner.

THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors
Editor Johnston, of the Virginia Gazette, an¬

nounces: "The December Farmers' Auction,coming just beforo Christmas, should bo made
an elaborate affair. All of our farmers should
make it a point to he here on that day, Satur¬
day, December IS, with seuiothlng to olYcr on
the market." And Johnston makes it plain In
tho ensuing half-columu heralding tho event
that the farmer who comes Into Williamsburgthat day walling about hard times is tho first
thing the auctioneer is going to knock down.

Byway of variety, tho Harrisonburg News-
Record puts it this way: "Here's hoping that
tho girls down at the Normal School will Join
tho general movement in Itockinghnm for shop¬ping early!" Just as if tho girls were not al¬
ways ready to shop early, and late when theyhave the price!

Case cited by the Newport News Times-Her¬
ald: "We once knew a justice of the peace who
told the ;reporters that he thought tho news¬
papers ought to give hi in a 'puff for refusing
to accept a'brili'd from ntj Ignorant negro." That
'squire, no doubt, felt that ho was entitled to
somo recognition for a signal deed of solf-re-
ntralnt. Others also run, anil some aro elected.

Imported dances liavo no clmrm for Editor
Hcdderly, of tho Houston Kocord-Advortlser,
who says: "Whether or not the new dance craze
has spont Its course matters little to us country¬
folks. We shall keep right on with tho corn
club canter and tho tomato club trot." Tho bean
breakdown, the squash shuttle and the rye reel
are apparently no longer Included In Halifax
County's repertoire of barn dances.

The Radford Town Council, it appears, has
lost prestige, and there is a movement on foot,
spurred by the Radford News, to substitute for
tho present form <St government the commis¬
sion form. Editor Maginnis gently intimates in
the News to the Council that, while the mem¬
bers of that body may be just stewards, they
are not just the sort to contribute to tho up¬
building" of the town. He addH "When we. get
commission government, wo may confidently
hop*' l'or ellleient government. Councllmanic
government is inefficient, costly and trouble
breeding. Jjet'.s abolish the Council.'' Council
recently voted down a proposition to employ a

business manager on salary, thus indicating a
decided antipathy to both salary and commis¬
sion.

P2<1 itor Black, who .is noi f-o sombre, in ex¬
pectations ns in name, Rives this assurance in
his Buona Yista Herald: "Yes, you can dig
down nnd spend that Christmas money without
any fear of whero the next dollar is coming
from. It is on the-way, and hitting tlie high
places.'' Hike for the high places!

Current Editorial Comment
AVhcn tho 1<Vdotal Unserve Hank

Doom of Old of this district receives and credits
('lcnrinir !,t ,)!U" eheeks on any «»f Its incin-

y. h'cr ynnks, or hy them, on anyNjStClll other reserve bank, the end of
the old clearing system is near.

The number of checks now receiving tliis privi¬
lege is not large, but the principle is established.
Heretofore it has cost money to ship money
between New York and Chicago. Sifch transfers
can now be made oven more easily aiul cheaply
than gold is telegraphed between subtroasurle.e.
The clearing-house has accepted what it called
the impossible, now become the inevitable. Tt
has enlarged the "discretionary" points upon
which banks may make charges for collection.
No doubt in time it will abolish the list. Cheeks
will come to bo cleared between cities as now
Ihoy are cleared between banks In single cities.
It is an approximation to a national par for
checks, and goes far toward eliminating ex¬
changes of packages of cash by express. A
scratch of the pen will do the work, and the
passing of credits bnck and forth will offset
each other, except as to a balance. Kvon such
balances may come to bo settled by a chock
upon a central fund of gold. Dreamers havo
even imagined that eucl» an international stock
of gold might bo the basis of world settlements,
along the lines of tho clearing system, now
established upon broad.er l^ines than ever beforo
were known. Thore is a similar system in Ocf-
many, hut hanking in Ocrinauy is 011 a smaller
scale of territory and volume. The avoldnnce
of tho cost and trouble of tho old system Is
even less Important than the facilitating of the
movement of credit. Dollars which move faster
can do more work..New York Times. v

Brazil differs from other Latin-
American republics. . In the first
place, Drazll is tho only Portu¬
guese-American country. All the
others, except tho United Statas,which is English, and Haiti,

which is French, arc Bpnnlsh. Moreover, Jtrar.ll
Is tho only nation which did not achieve inde¬
pendence from the mother country by process
of revolution. During tho Napoleonic wars,
Brazil, much larger and more important than
Portugal, becamo tho seat of the Portuguese
government and tho residence of the Portuguese
King. When the government returned to Lisbon,Brazil established its independence by. retaining
a scion of tho royal I'ortugucso IIouso of
Braganzn as its Emperor. For two generations
Urazii remained an empire, wlillo tho Spanish-

America'n
Youngest
Republic

American states wero all ropublics. It wan JuBt
twenty-flve years ago thai? tho Brazilian empire,the last monarchy on tho Wiatern Hemisphere,
ceased to exist. A bloodless revolution eatab-
llahed tho Brazilian republic. Both an emplro
and as republic, Brazil has beon a progressiveland. H,cr vnstness of territory and hor varioty
of population havo been doflnlto drawbacks;but, in spito of these, Brazil has inado herself a
great nation..Cleveland Plain Dealor.

Gossip .from "Down Home"
"In his latest oftort Rudyard rhymes 'home'

with 'come,'" says tho Newborn Sun. "Poor
Kip! All this ox^ltemont is too much for him;
h'e really needs reBt und quiet." That's noth¬
ing. When a war poet gets to,going well, ho
can make "war" rhyme with ^'saw.T
Tho Rnlelgh News and Observer takes an¬

other swat at tho late Carranza: "Tho general
Impression is," it Bays, "that Qeneral Carranza
made a very lndifforeut wort of presiding offi¬
cer." Tho tlino Ib coming shortly when ho will
nelthor ^prcsido nor rosldo in' Mexico.

If It is proper to Judge from a casual re¬
mark of tho Durham Herald, thcro varo still
one or two places in North Carolina whore the
thirsty find refreshment. Tho Iiorald rellovcs
Itself of tho following bit of wisdom: "Certain¬
ly tho blind tigers aro violators of tho law.
Stilly If thoy did not receive assistance from
thoso who consider themselves good citizens,
their business -could hardly continue profit¬
able." Our understanding was that tho pos¬
sessor pf a thirst In tho Tarheel State was no
longer a good citizen.

"Tho coming year will have many, surprises
for you. The unexpected is going to happon,"
muses tho Wilmington Star. Tho Star need not
plume Itself on tho dlscovory of something new
There Is vonerable authority for the statement
that "tho unexpected always happens." Perhaps
what the atnr means Is that the 1916 North
Carolina football team will defeat Virginia.

Comes this paean of triumph and Jubilation
from the Greensboro Record: "Tho marrlago
market In this county is fine. An lncreaso of
over 100 for the year is not to be snoozed at,
especially when 'do war am gwlnes on.' " Cupid
and Hymen refuse to be overshadowed by the
exploits of Mars.

"Shall tho peoplo rule? Shall wo stand still
or go forwurd?" asks, In clarion tones, the Aahe-
vlllo Citizen. North Carolina, don't you hear
tho gentleman speaking to you7 What's tho
answer?

Says tho Rocky Mount Evening Telegram:
"There aro some that aro boasting of wearing
cotton suits Just at this time, and they aro

.patriotic, no doubt. However, wo are finding
mighty little warmth in a cotton blanket those
nights after we cut oft the water before Jump-
ln« into bed." Well, brother, why not try an¬

other cotton blanket? You will be twice as

patriotic, at least, and may be twlco ns warm.

The Voice of the People
ProlevtiDK Women In Industry*

To the Editor of Tho Timc6-Dlspatch:
Sir,.If your correspondent of December 2d,

styling horself "Observer," would carry her
observations anent "antlsuffruge sentiment" a

little further afield, nhe would discover, for
instance, that In the city of IUclimond hundreds
of self-supporting women have given their
names to the suffrage league In recent months.
Moreover, oho would find _th.it, In no doing, they
were only co-operating' with their brother
workmen, who In their Central Labor Council,
and In various local unions, have Indorsed equal
suffrage In this city, and also in the State con¬
ventions of tho Federation of Labor.
Kurthermoro, she would discover that tho

working women havo at lust waked up to the
fact that their "intricacies of business opera¬
tions" are vitally Interwoven with the special
needs of those who carry out those operations,
and that they.tho women In industry.uro
better able to understand those needs than even
the male voter or the tnale employer of woman
labor. Thoy have, therefore, naturally come to
the conclusion that their interests as women
workers would be better safeguarded if-they,
like their brother workmen, had political power
to initiate and control certain remedial and
social legislation affecting themselves and their
children.
Tbo recent action of sufTraglsts concerning

shorter hours was due, not to the folly of a
few "fanatics," na supposed by your correspon¬
dent, but to tho well-considered policy of the
suffrage league to keep In line with the best
thought of the day In regard to tho interests
of women in Industry.. Cortalnly, when great
States like California, Oregon, Washington and
Colorado cnact eight-hour and eight and one-
quarter-hour laws for women, and Massachu¬
setts, New York, Ohio, and other States of vastly
greater industrial interests tl\an Virginia, to-
strict those laws to nine a day, or fifty-four a
week, it can scarcely be considered "fanatical"
or impractical for women in Richmond to sock
to relieve the industrial strain upon their
sisters. LILA MEADE VALENTIN*K.
Richmond. December 4, 11' 1-4.

Help Where Help Ik .Needed,
To the Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:

Sir,.In your issuo of to-day and of one day
week beforo last, in editorials on providing
work for tho unemployed, you say that none
but those who are able to do efllolcnt manual
labor should be provided for. Now, who are
suffering In Richmond? Only "able-bodied men"
who are able to do "efficient manual labor," men
only who arc able to get in a ditch ten l'eet
deep arid shovel dirt or do olhor worlc equally
laborious? Others are

_
suffering. Those who

havo been crippled or made unfit for "efficient
manual labor" by tho very system of soclcty
which you claim is Inefficient in times like this
must hunger and freeze.

This is tho time of all otherA when we need
an efficient civilization to give able-bodied men
efllcient manual labor, and also,provide for those
less fortunate. When you can't run businoss
for profit and employ tho workers, you say turn
them over to God. State or municipality, and
lot'them work for taxes they have already paid
for the right to live on God's earth, provided
they are "efficient and able-bodied." How very
consistent is the profit system.I don't think.

"UNEMPLOYED."
Richmond, Noyembor 4, 1914.

The Bright Side of Life
Scrupulous.

"I guess wo'd better fix up our advertisement
for summor boarders right now," said Farmer
CorntoBHel.
"What for?" asked his wlfo.
"I don't want to write anything that ain't

truthful. There ain't any mosqultooB now an'
the nights nrc always cool.".Washington $tar.

Fair Warning.
Irate Recruit.Yus turned mo dalin on accahnt

of nice teeth. Wot I wants ter know, guv-nor,
Is this.Is it for fightin' or bltln* yer wants yer
noo ariny?.Tatler.

Saved.
Caller.How much for a marriage Hcenso?
Town Clerk.One dollar.
Caller.I've only got 50 cents.
Town Clerk.You're lucky..Philadelphia Rul-

Ictin. .

Mont Particular.
Harry.Gertrude's parents are very particular

about her moral education.
Harriet.In what way?
Hnrry.In every way. In school last week

they wanted the teachers to excise her from
improper fractions..Judge.

Ch«UKe4l Her Mlad.
Wife.Don't you think you might nianago to

keep houso alone for a week while I go on a
visit?
Husband.-1 guess ao: yes, of courac.
"But won't you bo lonely and miserable?**
"Not a bit." *

"Huh! Thou I won't go.".New York Wookly.

They Are Giants in These Days
One of the Day's Meet Cartoons.

¦Krom Nnw York Evening Sun.

RAVISHED BELGIUM.By Will Irwin
When wo Arm saw tho German army«

come through Belgium in full, last Au¬
gust, tho month of harvests, wo- used
to remark casually, now and then:>
"Well, there's one thing; it lonltn like!
starvation in tills country tills winter."1
We said it rather carelessly; wo had j
enough of the horror-of war on every
hand to keep uh from bothering very'
much about a far-a^ ay, imaginary
danger. Hut the situation, when wo!
stopped to think about it, admitted of
only one interpretation.
Belgium Is the most thickly popu-|

lated country in Kurope; It is almost
like one great town interspersed with!
tieldp. As a matter of cold statistics,
we know that it raised lees than 40}
per cent, of its own food. The war
ytruck it lrv the midst of tho harvest,
Unllko tiermany and France, Belgium
had made no provision to feed Itself,
In time of trouble. Her bigger, morel
warlike neighbors lmd reckoned with
the harvest as part of the plan of war.
Germany, aci;oss the eastern bound¬
ary, was putting tltft I-andstruin not'
Into tho trenches, but into the fields,
that they might garner the last grain
of wheat. To the south, Franco con¬
cerned herself almost as much with
the harvest as with the mobilization,

IJut tho war struck Belgium unpre¬
pared.In an Industrial if not in a mili¬
tary sense. The hasty mobilization took
many 01' the farmers and Held hnnds!
away; and the government had no time,
in tho sudden, pressing duty of resist-
ing invasion, to set aside other labor-1
ers for this work. Kvorywhere fields j
went ungarnered for lack of men. And
before any one could touch (he late'
crops, tho Germans were upon them,
fighting skirmishes and pitched bat-;
ties all oviir tho east and north. The
rural population fled in great numbers
from the advance, as they have been
fleeing everywhere. Through all the
strip which Germany used as a route
to France, 1 saw ruined harvests. The
wheat was falling from the stalks; the
cabbages were growing untonded.
Itevlvlng «li*> Wujra of Ancient 'Warfare.
The German army, In this war, has

gone back to some of the ways of an¬
cient warfare. The custom of' taking
hostages, for example, was supposed
to be a dead issuo by modern armies;
ono thought of the days of Julius
Caesar when ho read on the walls of
every town that BurgomeisU-r So-and-
So and Kchivins Thls-and-Thnt had
been seized as hostages to answer with*
their lives for the good behavior cf the
populace. Ono thought o*f Alexander
when ho learned that in every large
city they occupicd they demanded a
cash tribute.
Again, it carried you back to those

good old days when you learned that
every town occuplod by the Germans
a food supply, equivalent to several
days' provisions for either the garrison
or the main force, had been comman¬
deered at once. Brussels, for example,
had to lay down at once .00,000 pounds
of flour besides proportionate supplies
of meat, salt and other rough provi¬
sions. Mons, when I saw it on the
.lay after tho battle with tho IOnglish,
horo a sign commandeering not only
cortaln supplies of food, but all the
gray cloth, the brown leather, tho.-
men's shoes and the socks In tho shop*.
And In all the path of the German ar¬
mies, you missed tho s?glit of cattle
in the fields. The Germans had seized
them, steers and cows alike, for boef.
Of course, the custom\of living off the
country Is not unknown to modern war¬
fare, as old Southerners who lived in
tho path of Sherman's army can testify.
It remained, however, for tho methodi¬
cal Gorman to reduco the matter to an
exact science.
Wrecking of Ilelgiuin'* Industrie*.
One must see Belgium to understand

what conquest means to a subject peo-
pie. 1 can scarcely express it in mere
words, any more than I can convey
what war means as a whole.
Here was a manufacturing nation,

producing littlo raw material, depend¬ing for tho materials of Industry, as
well as for food, upon Imports, and
for money upon exports. Most of these
industries stopped suddenly, and ab¬
ruptly when the war came, because
the young men had gone to tho front.
That was a phenomenon common to
all the Continental countries involved.
In this unparalleled mens. Kven in
Germany, with her admirable govern¬
ment-controlled system, the wheels
generally rested during tho porlod of
trfobilization. But tho rest pulled their
industries together a little.

It was different wllh conquered Bel-
glum. Some of her towns, factories
and all, had been, battered to pieces.
This kind of damage has probably been
exaggerated. I know now what I did
not realize when I 8aw that city in
flames, that only 20 per cent of Lou-
valn was destroyed by tho conquerors.
But there remain such cities as Tlrle-
mont and Tlromond, which lie alm6st
flat, as a result, not of reprisals, but
of battles. ~\
A Nstlnn Unemployed and Ilclple»n..
Leavo out tho more torriblo elTocts of

war.slaughter, grief, ruined homos,

tramping. jiftpeless refugees.and con¬
sider tills wholly as a financial and In¬
dustrial crisis. Tho world never saw
tho like. An ludustrlous. crbviled na¬
tion thrown In one month Into uttfer
bankruptcy, Its currency become sud¬
denly not worth tho papor on which
It was printed, Its whole industrial pop¬
ulation out of work. Its whole pro¬
duction htopped.that was Belgium
parly In September, when tho German*
net tied down upon It. iSverywhere
throughout the land tho unemployed
«at at the (jours of tholr houses and
stared dully at their conquerors be¬
cause there was nothing «-lno to do.
Brussels won a city of aimless, futllo

crowds. The unemployed men and wo¬
men alike, Katliercd in groups on tlic
sidewalks, talking under tholr breath,
or drifted aitodh tho city In lioadless.
disorganized mobs. I biotnber vividly
one such mob. Back of the Palace
Hotel la a email, HUitken park. As 1
passed down a street near-by, I saw
men running, heard tho subdued
clamor ot a crowd. 1 followed. They
wore pushing against the rail of tho
park. I, by dodging and shoving, got
to the roll. There was nothing to see
except threi) rnon laying a pipe. Tho
crowd stared at this spectacle for a
whllo with blank eyes, and drifted
away. Tljcy looked like our army of
the unemployed in an Industrial crisis,
only with un added hopelessness in
their eyes.
.S*vrd llrumrlfi Fr«jm l.ouvnln'n in lc.
That night the German garrison was

reinforced by H.OOO men sent back frcm
the front. Without newspapers, a prey
to rumori1, tho people believed that
this meant a German defeat. Tho alm-
li as crowds grow brisker in their
inovcmonm; the thrill of coming
trouble was in the air.

"Gentlemen,*' said tho German com¬
mandant to his Belgian hostages that
night, "we should hate to destroy any
part of your beautiful city, but you
know what we might have to do!"
The lnllucntlal men of Brussels went

from corner to corner, hnranguing tho
mobs, begging the people to ko homo,
assuring them that the Germans had
not retreated. Tho police cleared all
tho public squares. Tho Germans
trained three machlno gun.* on the
Place de la station. The garrison slept
that night on Its arms.
Along toward midnight an incident

occurred which might havo sot olt the-
spark. A German otllcer came back
to his hotol very drunk, and "shot up"
the lobby with his automatic pistol.
Fortunately, by that hour, the popu¬
lace had gone to bed. Had it happened
four hours earlier, this tiny break in
discipline would probably have precipi¬
tated the riot. A small thing to bHug
slaughter, burnings and reprisals, but
then the Immediate cause of this whole
war was a police easel
iiiilijert IlelRlnn* Won't Talk About.
Of course, I ho war Is horrible beyond

any previous conception Wo havo of
war: and the lieaped-up trenchoa of
tho dead, the human wreckage in the'
base hospitals, the epic .»ufferings of
the men on tho line, do not comprise
all lis horrors. Worse, to any mat;
of >:vmpath.etic spirit, is the blight of
misery over the European peopleswhom the army has loft behind. But
there is still nobility left in war.
oven such brutal, wholesalo, .mechani¬
cal war as this. Thero was a kind of
exultation in tho way tho Belgians dis¬
missed tho thought of tholr own losses.
It reminded one of tho spirit which
the Callfornians showed after their
comparatively minuto rlisastei In San
Francisco. There, It wasn't etiquetto
for a man to mention that he was
ruined. So, too, with Belgium. Tho
people wouldn't talk on that subject*
A farmer who spoke some English aat
near his doorway near Aries and spoko
with >ne.cannlly and cautiously.oil
the war.

"I suppose it will be a hard winter
for you here." I said.

"Oil, certainly," said* be, and turned
tho subject to matters which interested
him more.my news from Moiir But
I came back to tho subject and held
liirn to It. brutally^

"I expect starvation hero," I said.
"Certainly," he replied. "My crop is

gono. So aro my cattle. There's only
a littlo grain in town. T have two
Bons in tho army".and he went on
talking of his sons, oblivious to his
own hungry future.
Wo havo found:slnco that the prob¬lem of struggling through will resolveitself in the later stages into this:

"Have wo the food to keep our poo-pie alive; have we tho raw material
to make the necessities of war?" In
the later stages, money Is no good.
Belgium has noarly reached that

later stage; she will probably reach it
absolutely by Christmas. Industrystopped, whereupon only the prospe¬
rous and the saving had any monoy..Then came tho stage when even moneywould not purchase »od, because th«food was not there. A shipwrecked
crew, wrecked on a sand bar, wouldhavo no use for a million dollars.itwould got .them no food. .. \
(Copyright; 1911, by tho Wheeler Svn«
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